
RESOLUTION NUMBER 76 

HONORING ADDIE LEE WATSON 

 

WHEREAS, this honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis has been apprised of the passing of Ms. 

Addie Lee Watson mother of Pastor John Watson. Jr. who frequently performs the opening prayer for the full 

Board meetings; and   

WHEREAS, Addie Lee Watson was born on June 11, 1936, in Mississippi. She was a little sister and born as a 

twin to the union of Fletcher and Rosetta House; and  

WHEREAS, as a child, she and her family relocated to St. Louis, Mo. In St. Louis she met then married John 

Watson, Sr. in 1953. To this union five daughters and five sons were born and a bonus son was also added to 

the family; and  

WHEREAS, she loved her family, church, and community. She was educated in the St. Louis Public School 

System. She also attended Forest Park Community College, Harris Stowe State Teachers College, and UMSL. 

She earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Organizational Studies from Font Bonne University in 2005. In college 

she remained constantly on the Dean’s List and was highly sought after by students and faculty for counseling 

and mentoring; and  

WHEREAS, Addie was known for her grace, elegance, smile, and anointed gifts. She was a poet, songstress 

known for the song, “Whose Side Are You Leaning On?”and was a writer of the song, “A Message from the 

Savior.” She accepted Christ in her life in 1959 at Kennerly Temple COGIC, under the late Elder Hayden; and  

WHEREAS, she utilized her many gifts and talents in the church because of her love for Christ. She served as 

the Assistant Pastor’s Wife, Sunday School Teacher, and on the Nurses Board. God called her to be a 

Missionary, and she obeyed; and  

WHEREAS, she served as the First Lady of Zion Temple COGIC. There, she worked in the Gus Martin 

District as the President of the Finance and Minister Wives Committee. She wore many other titles, such as the 

Assistant Bishop’s Wife and Radio Broadcast Announcer. God then gifted Maple Temple COGIC with her as 

their First Lady. She then became the District Missionary, State Examining Board Teacher, Fundraising 

Organizer, Seed of Faith Visionary, and Missionary Social Holiday Events Chair; and  

WHEREAS, Addie was an honorary member of the local, state, jurisdictional, and national sunshine band 

because of her physical and financial dedication. She trained and inspired new Missionaries by being consistent 

and well organized. She was also a member of the Minister Wives Council; and    

WHEREAS, preceding Addie in death were her parents; her brother Charlie Frazier; and son, Norvel Watson. 

She leaves to cherish her memory: the love of her life, her husband, Elder John Watson, Sr.; ten children, Janice 

Brown (Malcom), Clara Jean Liggins, John Watson, Jr. (Jackie), Bernard Watson (Cynthia), Hosanna Watson, 

Marietta Jessup, Annette Watson-Johnson (Reginald), Demetrius Watson (Karen), Donnell Watson, and Dana 

Richardson; twin sister, Fannie Lee Sevier; 40-plus grandchildren; 40-plus greatgrandchildren; two sisters-in-

law, Jessie Mae Dupree and Delores Purdy; two brothers-in-law, George and Tim Perry; and a host of nieces, 

nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins, spiritual family members, and friends. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that 

upon learning of the passing of Ms. Addie Lee Watson, pauses in our deliberations to add our names to the rolls 

of people grieving her loss, but celebrating her extraordinary life. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to 

spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy 

to the end that it may be presented at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 



Introduced this 30th day of August, 2021 by:  

The Honorable Marlene Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward 

The Honorable Lewis Reed, President - Board of Aldermen  

  

 

 

 

Adopted this 30th day of August, 2021 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Lewis Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 
 

 


